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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

John Swinney MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
 
By email 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 6 September 2016 
 
Dear John 
 
SCOTTISH CHILD ABUSE INQUIRY 
  

I am writing to you on behalf of the Committee to seek an urgent update on the 
above inquiry. 
  
A number of Committee members have highlighted concerns relating to 
developments with the inquiry that have taken place over the summer and seek 
assurances on: 
  

 continuity on the panel including progress to appoint a new panel member; 
 the progress made towards the removal of the time bar through primary 

legislation in cases of historical childhood abuse that took place after 
26 September 1964; 

 the outcome of your further deliberations following discussions with survivor 
groups in July including in relation to broadening the remit; and 

 the means by which survivor representative groups are being involved and 
supported throughout the inquiry. 

  

In addition, the Committee would like you to clarify the Government’s understanding 
of what constitutes appropriate lines of accountability for this highly sensitive public 
inquiry. What are the specifics of the approach taken by the Government to balance 
protecting the independence of the public inquiry with the need to ensure 
accountability? By accountability we mean both financial propriety and also ensuring 
appropriate governance and standards of conduct are in place in order to protect the 
inquiry’s integrity. For example, given the matter highlighted in today’s Herald 
frontpage article we seek assurances that the staff directly supporting the inquiry, 
whilst sufficiently independent of Government, have clarity of the standards expected 
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of them and that interventions can be made where necessary. In addition it is 
important to be assured that staff within the Government are leading by example and 
upholding the same high standards of conduct. 
  
Finally, the Committee has of course been keeping a close watching brief on all 
developments relating to this inquiry, including the concerns raised by survivors. This 
is an inquiry of vital importance that commands cross party support and, while the 
Committee cannot become directly involved, as this in itself would compromise the 
integrity of the inquiry, it can hold the Government to account. The Committee 
therefore expects to be made aware of developments with the inquiry as they 
happen. On that basis it is unfortunate that the Committee only became aware of the 
situation with a senior Government official through the media. I appreciate the 
sensitivity of both the subject matter of the inquiry and the handling of information 
relating to how the inquiry functions. However, the Committee must be kept 
sufficiently informed to allow it to perform a challenge function on the Government, 
including looking at the reach of the Government’s role. As a first step, I note that the 
Herald indicates that you have written to Angus MacDonald MSP on this and I would 
be grateful if the Committee could receive information of a similar nature. 
  
I am also instructing the Clerk to the Committee to seek a meeting with the relevant 
Director in the Government to highlight, at official level, the importance of giving the 
Committee its place. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 
 


